
MetroWest SAC Minutes 

Friday, December 7, 2018 

 

Attendance: 

Evangeline Slaughter, Dr. Xhuijeta Gjini, Diana Griffin, Andrea Silva, Heather Niemas, Lezetta Bodney, 

Peg Puskas, Maria Roca, Marlene Baer 

Call to Order: 

A meeting of the MetroWest ES School Advisory Council was held in the Media Center on December 7, 

2018.  Evangeline Slaughter called the meeting to order at 7:08 am. 

Approval of Previous Minutes: 

Heather Niemes made a motion to approve minutes.  Marlene Baer seconded the motion.  

Principal’s Report: 

Dr. Gjini praised the Multicultural Night event on December 6, 2018.  She stated that she saw positive 

energy at the event.  She is amazed at the community and parents that came out to support our school. 

Dr. Gjini has observed the following. 

*gradual release model implemented which increases academic progress 

*IReady monitored for quality learning 

*Focus on small group instruction 

*Instructional staff speaking the same language 

MetroWest has a new Facebook page.  School website is being updated. 

Old Business 

N/A 

New Business 

N/A 

Open Agenda (Non-SAC Members) 

Guest Speaker, Diana Griffin, shared information about the National program Blessings in a Backpack. 

Diane Griffin gave a brief overview of the program.   

*MetroWest Blessings program started 4 years ago as a result of a group of people in a bible study that 

wanted to serve the community.  Diane heard about this program and contacted the National group.  

Blessing added Westpointe ES last year. 



*800 bags are packed by 20 volunteers every month and distributed amongst MetroWest and 

Westpointe. 

*Bags include fruit cup, cereal, milk, crackers, 2 can items, and sometimes cards or treat bags are added. 

*$100 is able to serve a student for one school year. 

*Sysco delivers the food to MetroWest. 

*Suggestions for nutritional menus are given to the group by the National program. 

*Blessing receives monetary donations.  People can donate directly on the Blessings website or contact 

Diane at dgriffin38@cfl.rr.com. 

* Blessings has been given 15 Vera Bradley backpacks.  Discussion was held on how to use them either in 

a silent auction or raffle.  Raffle could be $1 a ticket for an empty backpack and $10 a ticket for a 

backpack full of themed items.   

*Discussion of having a movie night with Westpointe and incorporating the raffle would possibly 

generate more money for the Blessings program. 

Meeting Adjournment: 

Heather Niemas made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:43 am.  Mrs. Puskas seconded it. 

Next meeting: 

January 11, 2019 at 7:00 am in the Media Center 

Submitted by:  Marlene Baer 

Approved:  January 11, 2019 
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